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Airport Evangelism

Kent Carter

Last summer as I was waiting for my flight from Min-
neapolis to Moline to board, a woman glanced up, no-
ticed my shirt and said, “Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance. Are you going someplace to volunteer?”

“Yes,” I replied. “I'm going to Oakville, Iowa, to help
with the flood recovery there.” Before I could say more,
the woman said,

“Oh that is such a tragic thing. I'm Presbyterian and
recognized your shirt (I was wearing a deep blue t-shirt
with white letters that spell out Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance).”

I asked her where she was from, and found out she
attends a Presbyterian church in Blackhawk Presbytery,
the same presbytery I was under care during seminary.
I was also able to remember the name of someone 1
worked with who was from her congregations. After
a bit more conversation I headed down the hallway to
buy a bottle of water. When I returned to the gate this
woman and her mother handed me $30 and told me it
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was not much, but that I should give it to the church
coordinating the effort in Oakville.

I distinctly remember her statement: “Thank you for
volunteering your time to help the people of Oakville.”
I was about to thank her when God put it upon my
heart to reply to her difterently. Instead of only accept-
ing her gratitude, I added that the individuals who are
helping are not volunteers. They are servants of Christ,
serving in a way that makes a Christian difference. I
added that they are serving because of the call to lend a
hand in the name of Christ, that they are sent as apos-
tles delivering God’s word of love and grace. Obviously,
I said all of this in a conversational way that drew her
into the conversation. She nodded her head and smiled
a bit and said, “You're right. I guess we do not volunteer.
We are sent to serve. Thank you for witnessing to your

faith.”




I have come to realize, through encounters like
these, the words we choose to speak matter greatly.
I could have let the statement about volunteering go
without replying. But God decided to use that moment
to share a greater truth about the work we all do as
Christians. We do not simply volunteer our time and
energy to good causes. We serve one another in the
name of Christ. In doing so we are not volunteers; we
are servants of the Servant.

Wearing that Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) shirt was a way to invite anyone who was curi-
ous to ask about the work of PDA. It also gave me the
opportunity share what they do and my role with them.
Beyond that, it gives me the chance to share my faith in
God — evangelism.

My conversation with a Presbyterian from north-
ern Illinois who is familiar with PDA is evangelism.
The conversation allowed me to share, to witness, to be
a messenger of God’s love and grace. Evangelism can
happen in the airport, on the street corner, in our own
homes, and in church.

Upon returning home, I challenged the church for

Volunteers are still needed to help with the
lowa recovery effort. Teams can register by
calling the PDA Call Center at 1-866-732-6121
or by registering their availability online at the
PDA Web site www.pcusa.org/pda/teams.htm.

the work of evangelism — for sharing the hope of
the faith within us. In doing this, we begin by shar-
ing our faith with others we know and trust and have
faith. When we become more comfortable we can then
widen the circle of sharing to include friends, acquain-
tances and even strangers in an airport.

May God’s grace be upon you all.

Kent Carter is pastor of Progress-Immanuel Presbyterian
Church in Harrisburg, Penn. Carter — who grew up in
Mediapolis, Iowa, a community of about 1,600 near the
city of Oakville, Iowa —participated in two mission trips
to help with flood relief and recovery efforts through the
Presbytery of Carlisle’s’ mission Lend A Hand.

Lend A Hand, founded in 1989 following Hurri-
cane Hugo in South Carolina, worked closely with
PDA and the Presbytery of East Iowa in the flood
response. Lend A Hand was recently honored in
Des Moines with a 2009 Iowa Governor’s Group
Disaster Volunteer Award.
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Christian Parenting 101

A new church school class designed to assist parents in nurturing children of all ages
will begin on Sunday, January 10, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. This first class, titled
Christian Parenting 101 - The Basics of Becoming a Proactive Parent, will use
scripture, class participation and a DVD-series to share information and encourage
discussion among the class members.

(‘“\ This first class will run for four weeks. Each week we will focus on
=55 @ the following: Navigating Through Troubled Waters, Developing a
Z'__ 2 Parenting Plan, Managing the “Balancing Act”, and keeping Your
/,\;‘E [9) Family Strong. After this class, participants will select the next
Z study of their choosing. Church school and nursery care will be
6( { 7~ available for children of all ages.
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.r( 'Q%? Join us at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 10, 2010, for this exciting

new class. If you have any questions or comments, please direct
them to Pastor Kent.

I ~ T
685 ON LINY3d a31s3N0IY FDIAYIS SSIHAAY
woo suljuced@adid
Vd OdNaSIddvH Bio yoinyo-odid mmm
divd 39V1S0d SN VWBE-B0LLL Vd OUNESIHYVH
OO LI40Hd—~NON 133418 HSY 0v9e
HOMNHO NVIYILAESTNd TINNYINNI-SSTHOONd




